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E | PREVA"_ CHALLENGES SOLUTIONS

Learning to be agile whenever, wherever o —>

ises BCCI’s pivotal role

MAMAMA: His Majesty King Hamad  representative of the private sector Ihey congratulated the King on the

yesterday praised the Bahrain Chamber He also commended the activi- last 10 days of Ramadan.

of Commerce and Industry’s (BCCI)  tes and events held by the Bahrain His Majesty discussed with them

role in revitalising the trade and indus-  Businessmien’s Associabon in support  key issues related to the private sector

trial sectors. of the trading sector to continue programmes and activities
He lauded BCCI-led efforts to com- This came as he received at Safniya i all sectors in light of the current

bat Covid- 19 and mitgate the pandem-  Palace BCCl chairman Sameer Nassand — circumstances resulting from the pan-
L ic’s fallout, being an active partner in -~ Bahrain  Businessmen's  Association  demic outbreak
B His Majesty national development and a pivotal  chairman Khalid Al Zayvani Full report - Page 2

MEGA EXPO HUB

GETS GO-AHEAD

MANAMA: Work on the mega Bahrain Interna-
tional Exhibition and Conference Centre was
vesterday given the go-ahead.

Industry, Commerce and Tounsm Mi
Alzayani yesterday visited the site in Sakhir and |

fer Zaved
aunched the

roject

His Roval Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier, laid
the project's foundation stone in January.

The massive hub will cover 309,000sqm, featuring a 149,000sgm
= main building that houses 10 exhi-
w " batson  halls lnullmg 93, 000sgm,

e WI recover along with other dedicated areas for

- retail and events
In twu years“' The facility will also include a
s = 4.500sqm main conference hall
E‘,“Fi%’f"...c“.ﬂ'.':..“:ﬁ expecting | divided into three separate hi-tech
Covid-19 withia areund twe

rooms to accommodate 4000 peo-
vears, according o ® semior ple, in addition to 27 small and
mindster. miedium-sizod mocting rooms.
Justice, Islamic Affairs asnd The project was awarded 1o
Endowments Minister Shaikh | Cebarco Bahrain while German
Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa told | group  Tilke Engincers and
Shura t-““_“" e during | ‘A rchitects is the project consultant
:::‘:’ &:"u(:wm'.': ::::;dm"; The companies h.rlclri:d the
growth outlook was positive snd | TH0ISIET about the centre’s imple-
strong. mentation phases. He direcied 10
“Babraia il has a strong | remove all obstacles w0 put the
econombc foundation that is able | hub on k. He said the state-of-
and capable of standing strong | the.an exhibition centre will boost
despite the coronavirus,” he said. | 4j] sectors that suppont tourism to
ﬂu-rli'l; ':"‘::;:‘::n ‘t:::::;z dl':\n.'i\l!}- sources of income.
ments to the 2001 Non-Bahrainis The hub reflects Bahrain's keen-
Ownership of Property and | Mess 10 creale an appropriate envi-
Plots Law, which were approved | ronmeni to atiract businesses and
unamimously by the Shura| forcign investment and consolidate
Council yesterda its regional standing and boost
Full report - Page 5 sm,” Mr Aleyan sud

B A number of Bahrainis were evacuated from India by the Bahraini embassy in

New Dalhi and the consulate general in Mumbai. The Foreign Ministry said in a

statement last t that this was in line with its plan to facilitate the return of

nationals abroad ing the outbreak of the coronavirus. “The embassy and the

consulate general express appreciation to local authorities for their co-operation
to ensure the safe return of Bahraini citizens,” it added.

N The voice of Bahrain
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M Pledge to protect
expat workers’ rights

MANAMA: Bahrain has pledged to protect
the rights of migram workers who have lost
their jobs due 1o the impact of the coronavirus
(Covad-19) on businesses, This sssurance came
as a senior government official revealed that
thousands of cxpatriates had losi their jobs
in the past two months. However, efforts are
being made to nhsorb them into the nation's
economy, <aid Labour Market Regulatory
Authority chiel executive Ausamah Al
Absi, “We are in constant louch with the
employers to ensure they continue o provide
accommeodation and food 1o their stailif the
business is not operating.” he said. “Besides.
we are also following on any unpaid wages
issue.” Mr Al Absi was speaking during an
online meeting with senior British MPs and
Bahrain's Ambassador to the UK Shaikh
Fawaz hin Mohammed Al Khalifa, on the
country’s handling ol the pandemic

Full report - Page 3

M 209 new virus cases

MANAMA: A total of 209 cases of the
coronavirus (Covid-19) were registered in
Bahrain vesterday. This has taken the ioial

mumber of active cases to 4,034 - of which
elght are in eritical condition, said the
Health Ministry, OF the new cases, 142 were
among expatriate workers and 67 contacts
ol active cases. Additionally, the ministry
also reported 148 new recoverics, taking
the total number of people discharged (rom
treatment facilities to 2,910, So far, 236 818
tests have been conducted in Bahrain for
Covid-19.

W Pirate attack thwarted

DUBAL: Armed pirates attacked a British-
flagged chemical tanker in the Gul
vesterday but were repulsed, the ship's
manager Stolt Tankers said. The pirates
approached the Srolr Apal in two speedboats
some 75 nautical mules off Yemen, it said,
in one of the most important trade
oil heading from the Middle East 10
“Allter multipk warning shots were fired by the
armed guand team aboard Stoll Apal, the skiffs
opened fire on the ship. The armed guard team
returned fire, disabling one skiff and ending
the pursuit,” a company spokesman said

“A coalition warship (also) responded and

Siodi Apal has resumed her voyage,” ihe
spokesman said

MNS REGISTRATION
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SCHOOL BAHRAIN
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M Healthcare
services hailed

MANAMA: BIDF Commander-in-Chicl Marshal
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa vesterday
received Supreme Council for Health pressdent
Ligutenant General Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin
Absdulla Al Khalifa and commended efforts w
develop and enhance health services provided
1o citizens and residents i Babrain, Delence
Affairs Minister Licutenant General Abdulla bin
Hassan Al Nuaimi was present

B Museums Day today

MANAMA: Bahrain will today celebrate
International Muscums Day (IMD), under the
theme “Museums for Equality: Diversity and
Inclusion™.

Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiguities president Shalkha Mai bint
Mohammed Al Khalifa stressed the
imporiance of muscums in building bridges
with the world.

“Despite the circamstances imposed by the
global health crisis, we still believe firmly

in the role of museums ln bullding bridges
af communication with athers,” she said,
stressing the need for these bubs to continae
their cultural message — even remotely.

She underlined Bahrain's efforts io sct up
muscums and visitors® centres in the era of
His Majesty King Hamad to promote rich
mnational heritage and archeology,

She alvo stressed efforts to continue
activities on social media platforms in
compliance with precautionary measures to
combat the pandemic.

M Online teaching pledge

MANAMA: AMA International University
pledged to commit 1o regulations and provide
online tcaching to their students during their
third academic term which started yesterday.
Higher Education Council { HEC) General
Secrctanial yesterday summoned university
officials to ensure their commitment 1o the
regulations. Students allegedly complained that
the university turned “remote learning™ into
“self-study™ during the third scademic term.
HEC secretary general Dr Abdal Ghani

Al Showeikh sand that the university was
directed to continue the same online teaching
procedurcs it had implemented during the
second term without any changes.

M Donation for a cause

MANAMA: The National Guard affiliates

have made a financial donation to the Royal
Humanitarian Foundation (RHF) as part of
national efforts to combat the coronavirus,
National Guard religious adviser Dr Shaikh
Rashid bin Mohammed Al Hajri handed over
the proceeds to RHF secretary general

Dr Mustafa Al Saved,

M BCCI online forum

MANAMA: The Bahrain Chamber of Comamerce
and Industry (BOCT) will tomorrow hold its
second online forum due 10 the coronavirus
pandemic. Themed “Optimising social media
in times of crisis™, the symposium will outling
smart alternatives and solutions to market
trading arnscts Fyasra enscialived i

FOCUS ON BREAKING NEWS THIS MORNING

B The King recelves Mr Nass and Mr Al Zayani

IN BAHRAIN AND ACROSS THE GLOBE

BCCI ‘vital partner in growth’

MANAMA: His Majesty  King
Hamad vesterday commended
businessmen’s efforts 1o spur
economic growth, support invest-
ments and consolidate Bahrain's
standing as an outstanding region-
al and intemational business hub.

He backed trading and economic
communities as well as the Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI), urgmg them to continue ther
vital contribution to national develop-
menl.

This came as the King received at
Safriya Palace — in the presence of his

personal representative Shaikh Ab-
dulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa and Roy-
al Court Minister Shaikh Khalid bin
Ahmed Al Khalifa - BOCH chairman
Sameer Nass and Bahrain Business-
men's Association chairman Khalid
Al Zayam.

His Majesty hailed BCCI, com-

bat this global pandemic and comt

to overcome this critical phase.

This came as the King received at Safriva Palace, in the
presence of his personal representative Shaikh Abdulla bin
Hamad Al Khalifa and Royal Court Minister Shaikh Khalid
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, members of the board of trustees of
King Hamad Global Centre for Peaceful Coexistence, led

W The King receives Dr Shaikh Khalid in the presence of Shaikh Abdulla

Solidarity and compassion
need of the hour says King

MANAMA: His Majesty King Hamad stressed Bahmin's
keenness on co-operation and solidarnity to consolidate hu-
man fratcemity, in light of current challenges.

“Human co-operation represents the only wiy (o com-
its fallout,” he said,
wishing all people in the world health, secunity and safety

The board of trustees’ chairman bricfied the King on Bah-
raii’s participation in the Praver for Humanity which fol-
lowed a call by the High Committee for Human Fratemity,

The King had expressed suppon for the interfaith prayvers,
which brought together religious scholars and prominent
social and cultural personalines.

He thanked the board of trustees” chainman and members,
commending their efforts 1o support the centre’s mission
and promote Bahrain's honourable image in the world.

He lauded the centre’s initiatives to cultivate the values
of goodness, tolerance, co-existence, amity and peace, reit-
erating support to all global calls to hamess solidanity and

mending its role in revitalising the
trade and industrial sectors.

He lawded BCCl-led efforis o
combat the coronavirus and mitigate
its fallout, being an active pariner in
national development and a pivotal
representative of the private sector.
He also commended activities and

eveints held by the Bahrain Busi-

nessmen’s Associalion i sup-
port of the trading scctor.

Mr Nass and Mr Al Zayani
congraiulated His Majesiy on
the last 10 days of Ramadan,
praying ito Allah the Almighiy
1o bless the King and the loyal
people of Bahrain,

The King discussed with
them key issues related to the
privale seclor.

He stressed the importance
of hamessing effors to preserve
national gains and enhance the
economy.

His Majesty cxpressed con-
fidence in Bahrain's ability to
overcome this phase — thanks
to the efforts and assistance of
loyal citizens — and 0 move
towards the future with deter-
mination and steadfastness 1o
pursue development for a better
future for coming gencrations.

¢ BCCl  charman  ex-

ed d thanks, on be-
all of the trading community,
hailing royal directives and
keenness 1o boost trading and
ceonomic sectors in Bahrain.

He praised royal suppon 1o
the chamber and the private
sector, pledging 1w spare no ef-
forts to mitigate the pandemic
fallowt in co-operation  with
all authorities. He underlined
BCCTs long-standing suppor (o
the government's efforts to spur
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